
The Ultimate Guide to Biology for 6th Grade
Children: Understanding the Difference
Between Living and Non-Living Things
Biology is the study of living things. It is a vast and complex subject, but it
can be broken down into smaller, more manageable pieces. One of the
most basic concepts in biology is the difference between living and non-
living things.

Living things are organisms that are capable of carrying out certain life
functions, such as metabolism, growth, reproduction, and response to
stimuli. Non-living things, on the other hand, are not capable of carrying out
these functions.
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Here is a table that summarizes the key differences between living and
non-living things:

| Characteristic | Living Things | Non-Living Things | |---|---|---| | Metabolism
| Capable of carrying out metabolism | Not capable of carrying out
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metabolism | | Growth | Capable of growth | Not capable of growth | |
Reproduction | Capable of reproduction | Not capable of reproduction | |
Response to stimuli | Capable of responding to stimuli | Not capable of
responding to stimuli |

It is important to note that there are some exceptions to these rules. For
example, some viruses are not considered to be living things because they
are not capable of carrying out metabolism on their own. However, they are
still able to reproduce and infect living cells, so they are sometimes
classified as "quasi-living" organisms.

The difference between living and non-living things is a fundamental
concept in biology. It is a key to understanding the diversity of life on Earth
and the processes that sustain it.

Activities for Learning About the Difference Between Living and Non-
Living Things

Here are some activities that you can use to help your 6th grade child learn
about the difference between living and non-living things:

Make a list of living and non-living things. Ask your child to come
up with a list of living and non-living things that they can find around
the house or in the yard. They can then compare the two lists and
identify the key differences between living and non-living things.

Observe living things under a microscope. Take a sample of pond
water or soil and place it on a microscope slide. Ask your child to
observe the sample under a microscope and identify any living
organisms that they can see. They can then describe the
characteristics of the living organisms that they observed.



Perform an experiment to test the response of living things to
stimuli. Place a plant in a sunny window and a plant in a dark closet.
Observe the plants over the course of a few days and record any
changes that you see. Ask your child to explain why the plants
responded differently to the different stimuli.

Visit a local zoo or nature center. Take your child to a local zoo or
nature center where they can see a variety of living organisms. Ask
them to identify the characteristics of the living organisms that they see
and to compare them to the characteristics of non-living things.

These are just a few activities that you can use to help your 6th grade child
learn about the difference between living and non-living things. By
engaging in these activities, your child will gain a better understanding of
this fundamental concept in biology.

The difference between living and non-living things is a key concept in
biology. It is a key to understanding the diversity of life on Earth and the
processes that sustain it. By understanding this concept, your 6th grade
child will be well on their way to becoming a successful student of biology.
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