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Owning a dog and a garden can be a lot of work, but it's also incredibly
rewarding. With a little planning and effort, you can create a beautiful
outdoor space that you and your furry friend can enjoy together. Here's a
comprehensive guide to taking good care of your garden and your dogs:

Planting
When planting your garden, be sure to choose plants that are safe for
dogs. Some common dog-friendly plants include:

= Roses

= Marigolds

= Petunias
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= Snapdragons

« Zinnias

You should also avoid planting any plants that are toxic to dogs, such as:

Azaleas

Daffodils

Foxgloves

Lily of the valley

Tulips

Once you've chosen your plants, be sure to plant them in a location where
they will get plenty of sunlight and water. You should also amend the soill
with compost or other organic matter to help your plants grow strong and
healthy.

Watering

Watering your garden is essential for keeping your plants healthy. The
amount of water you need to give your plants will vary depending on the
type of plants you have, the weather conditions, and the soil conditions. As
a general rule of thumb, you should water your plants deeply and
infrequently, rather than shallowly and frequently. This will help to
encourage deep root growth and prevent your plants from becoming
waterlogged.

When watering your garden, be sure to avoid getting the leaves of your
plants wet. This can help to prevent fungal diseases. You should also water



your plants in the morning or evening, when the sun is not as strong. This
will help to prevent the water from evaporating too quickly.

Fertilizing

Fertilizing your garden is another important step in keeping your plants
healthy. Fertilizer provides plants with the nutrients they need to grow
strong and produce flowers and fruit. There are many different types of
fertilizers available, so be sure to choose one that is appropriate for the
type of plants you have. You should also follow the directions on the
fertilizer label carefully.

When fertilizing your garden, be sure to avoid over-fertilizing. Over-
fertilizing can damage your plants and lead to environmental problems. You
should also avoid fertilizing your garden in the fall or winter, as this can
encourage new growth that will be vulnerable to frost damage.
Pest Control
Pests can be a major problem for gardens. There are a number of different
ways to control pests, including:

= Using organic pest control methods, such as companion planting and

beneficial insects

= Using chemical pesticides

= Using physical barriers, such as fences and nets

When choosing a pest control method, be sure to consider the safety of
your dogs. Some pesticides can be harmful to dogs, so it's important to



read the label carefully before using any products. You should also keep
your dogs away from any areas where you have applied pesticides.
Other Tips
Here are a few other tips for taking good care of your garden and your
dogs:

= Provide your dogs with plenty of fresh water and shade, especially in

hot weather.

= Keep your dogs on a leash when they are in the garden, to prevent
them from digging up your plants.

= Clean up any dog waste from your garden immediately, to prevent the
spread of disease.

=  Spend time in your garden with your dogs, so that they can enjoy the
outdoors with you.

By following these tips, you can create a beautiful garden that you and your
dogs can enjoy together for years to come.
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