
PHP for Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide
to PHP Basics
to PHP

PHP (Hypertext Preprocessor) is a widely-used, open-source, general-
purpose scripting language that is especially suited for web development. It
is used to create dynamic, interactive websites and web applications. PHP
is server-side, meaning that it runs on the web server and generates HTML
content that is sent to the client's browser.
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Getting Started with PHP

To get started with PHP, you will need a text editor or an integrated
development environment (IDE) such as Visual Studio Code, Sublime Text,
or PHPStorm. You will also need a web server such as Apache or Nginx.
Once you have these tools installed, you can create a PHP file with the
extension ".php" and write your PHP code in it.

PHP Syntax
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PHP code is enclosed in tags. PHP statements end with a semicolon (;).
The following is an example of a simple PHP script that prints "Hello,
world!" to the browser:

php

PHP Variables

Variables are used to store data in PHP. Variables are declared with the $
symbol, followed by the variable name. Variable names must start with a
letter or underscore, and can contain letters, numbers, and underscores.

php $name ="John Doe"; $age = 30;

PHP Operators

Operators are used to perform operations on variables and values. PHP
supports a wide range of operators, including arithmetic operators,
comparison operators, logical operators, and assignment operators.

php $x = 10; $y = 5;

$sum = $x + $y;

$difference = $x - $y;

$product = $x * $y;

$quotient = $x / $y;

$remainder = $x % $y;



PHP Control Structures

Control structures are used to control the flow of execution in a PHP script.
PHP supports a variety of control structures, including if statements, switch
statements, while loops, do-while loops, for loops, and foreach loops.

php if ($x > $y){echo "x is greater than y"; }

switch ($x){case 1: echo "x is 1"; break; case 2: echo "x is 2"; break;
default: echo "x is not 1 or 2"; }

while ($x > 0){echo "x is greater than 0"; $x--; }

// Do-while loop do { echo "x is greater than 0"; $x--; }while ($x > 0);

for ($i = 0; $i PHP Functions

Functions are used to group code and perform specific tasks. Functions are
declared with the function keyword, followed by the function name and
parentheses. Functions can take parameters and return values.

function sum($x, $y){return $x + $y; }$result = sum(10, 5);

PHP Arrays

Arrays are used to store multiple values in a single variable. Arrays are
declared with the array keyword, followed by the array elements enclosed
in square brackets. Arrays can contain any type of data, including strings,
numbers, arrays, and objects.



$array = array("John", "Doe", 30);

PHP Strings

Strings are used to store text data. Strings are declared with single quotes
(') or double quotes
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