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Library of Alchemy 16

By Jacques Sadoul

The Non Violent Destruction of the Atom is a book by Jacques Sadoul that
explores the history of alchemy and the search for the philosopher's stone.
The book is divided into 16 chapters, each of which covers a different
aspect of alchemy.

Sadoul argues that alchemy is not a science, but rather a form of art and
philosophy. He also argues that the search for the philosopher's stone is a
metaphor for the search for self-knowledge and enlightenment.
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The book is a fascinating and thought-provoking read for anyone interested
in alchemy, philosophy, or the history of science.
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Chapter 1: The Alchemists

The first chapter of the book provides a brief overview of the history of
alchemy. Sadoul discusses the origins of alchemy in ancient Egypt and
Greece, and he traces its development through the Middle Ages and the
Renaissance.

Sadoul argues that alchemy was not a single, unified discipline, but rather a
diverse and ever-changing field of study. Alchemists were interested in a
wide range of topics, including chemistry, metallurgy, medicine, and
astrology.

Sadoul also discusses the role of alchemy in the development of modern
science. He argues that alchemy played a key role in the development of
chemistry and physics, and that many of the concepts and techniques used
by modern scientists were first developed by alchemists.

Chapter 2: The Philosopher's Stone

The second chapter of the book is devoted to the philosopher's stone. The
philosopher's stone was a legendary substance that was said to be able to
turn base metals into gold, cure all diseases, and grant eternal life.

Sadoul discusses the various theories about the philosopher's stone, and
he argues that it was never actually discovered. However, he also argues
that the search for the philosopher's stone was a valuable pursuit, because
it led to the development of new scientific knowledge and techniques.

Chapter 3: The Alchemical Process

The third chapter of the book discusses the alchemical process. The
alchemical process was a complex and time-consuming procedure that



involved the use of a variety of chemicals and equipment.

Sadoul describes the various stages of the alchemical process, and he
explains the symbolism that was associated with each stage. He also
discusses the dangers of alchemy, and he warns that it should only be
practiced by experienced and qualified individuals.

Chapter 4: The Alchemical Symbols

The fourth chapter of the book discusses the alchemical symbols.
Alchemists used a variety of symbols to represent the different chemicals,
processes, and concepts that they worked with.

Sadoul provides a detailed explanation of the most important alchemical
symbols, and he discusses their historical and philosophical significance.
He also explains how alchemical symbols can be used to interpret
alchemical texts.

Chapter 5: The Alchemical Texts

The fifth chapter of the book discusses the alchemical texts. Alchemists
wrote a vast number of books and treatises, and these texts provide a
valuable source of information about the history and practice of alchemy.

Sadoul discusses the different types of alchemical texts, and he provides a
guide to some of the most important works. He also explains how to read
and interpret alchemical texts.

Chapter 6: The Alchemical Tradition

The sixth chapter of the book discusses the alchemical tradition. Alchemy
was a living tradition that was passed down from generation to generation.



Alchemists formed guilds and secret societies, and they shared their
knowledge and secrets with their apprentices.

Sadoul discusses the different schools of alchemy, and he traces the
transmission of alchemical knowledge from the ancient world to the present
day. He also discusses the role of alchemy in the development of modern
science and medicine.

Chapter 7: The Alchemical Legacy

The seventh chapter of the book discusses the alchemical legacy. Alchemy
had a profound impact on the development of Western culture. Alchemists
helped to lay the foundations of modern science and medicine, and they
also contributed to the development of art, literature, and music.

Sadoul discusses the various ways in which alchemy has influenced
modern thought and culture. He argues that alchemy is a valuable and
enduring tradition that continues to offer insights into the human condition
and the nature of reality.

The Non Violent Destruction of the Atom is a fascinating and thought-
provoking read for anyone interested in alchemy, philosophy, or the history
of science. Sadoul provides a comprehensive overview of the history and
practice of alchemy, and he offers a fresh and insightful perspective on this
ancient tradition.
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