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Merlin the Legend Begins is a 2009 fantasy adventure film directed by
Dagogo Altraide and starring Sam Neill, Miranda Richardson, and Joseph
Fiennes. The film is a prequel to the Arthurian legend, and tells the story of
the young Merlin as he discovers his magical powers and helps to unite the
kingdoms of Britain.
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Plot

The film begins with the young Merlin (Asa Butterfield) living in a small
village with his mother (Miranda Richardson). Merlin is a curious and
imaginative child, but he is also lonely and misunderstood. One day, Merlin
meets a mysterious old man (Sam Neill) who tells him that he is destined to
become a great wizard. Merlin is initially skeptical, but he eventually comes
to believe the old man's words.

Merlin begins to learn about his magic powers, and he soon discovers that
he is able to control the elements and communicate with animals. He also
learns that he has a special connection to the Pendragon sword, which is
said to be the key to uniting the kingdoms of Britain. Merlin's magic powers
soon attract the attention of the evil sorceress Morgana (Michelle
Yeoh),who seeks to use his power for her own evil ends. Merlin and his
friends must band together to defeat Morgana and save the kingdom.

Characters

Merlin (Asa Butterfield): A young boy who discovers that he has
magical powers. He is destined to become a great wizard and unite the
kingdoms of Britain.

The Old Man (Sam Neill): A mysterious old man who helps Merlin to
discover his magical powers.

Morgana (Michelle Yeoh): An evil sorceress who seeks to use
Merlin's power for her own evil ends.
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Arthur (Joseph Fiennes): The young prince of Camelot who is
destined to become the king of Britain.

Guinevere (Tamsin Egerton): A beautiful young woman who is
destined to become the queen of Britain.

Themes

Merlin the Legend Begins explores several themes, including the power of
friendship, the importance of courage, and the battle between good and
evil. The film also celebrates the power of imagination and the importance
of believing in oneself.

Reception

Merlin the Legend Begins received mixed reviews from critics. Some
praised the film's visuals and performances, while others criticized the film's
plot and pacing. However, the film was a commercial success, grossing
over $200 million worldwide.

Legacy

Merlin the Legend Begins has become a cult classic among fans of fantasy
adventure films. The film has also been praised for its positive portrayal of
diversity, with several of the main characters being played by actors of
color.

Merlin the Legend Begins is a fun and exciting fantasy adventure film that
is sure to appeal to fans of all ages. The film's stunning visuals, memorable
characters, and timeless themes make it a must-see for fans of the
Arthurian legend and fantasy adventure films.
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