
Mastering Legal English for Lawyers
Legal English is a specialized language used in the legal profession. It is
essential for lawyers to have a strong command of Legal English in order to
effectively communicate with clients, colleagues, and the courts.
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This article provides a comprehensive overview of Legal English, including
its history, structure, and usage. It also offers tips for lawyers on how to
improve their Legal English skills.

History of Legal English

Legal English has its roots in the Norman Conquest of England in 1066.
After the Conquest, the Norman French language became the official
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language of the English courts. This led to the development of a new legal
vocabulary that was a mix of Norman French and English.

Over time, the English language gradually replaced Norman French as the
language of the courts. However, many of the legal terms that were
introduced during the Norman period have remained in use to this day.

Structure of Legal English

Legal English is a complex and highly structured language. It is
characterized by its use of formal vocabulary, complex sentence structures,
and precise terminology.

Formal Vocabulary: Legal English uses a lot of formal vocabulary that is
not used in everyday speech. This includes words like "hereby",
"hereinafter", and "whereas".

Complex Sentence Structures: Legal sentences are often long and
complex. They often contain multiple clauses and subclauses. This can
make them difficult to read and understand.

Precise Terminology: Legal English uses precise terminology to describe
legal concepts. This is important to ensure that there is no ambiguity in
legal documents.

Usage of Legal English

Legal English is used in a variety of legal contexts, including:

Legal documents (e.g., contracts, wills, deeds)

Court proceedings



Legal research

Legal writing

It is important for lawyers to be able to use Legal English effectively in all of
these contexts.

Tips for Improving Your Legal English Skills

Here are a few tips for lawyers on how to improve their Legal English skills:

Read legal documents regularly. The best way to improve your
Legal English skills is to read legal documents regularly. This will help
you to become familiar with the vocabulary, sentence structures, and
terminology used in Legal English.

Attend legal seminars and workshops. Legal seminars and
workshops can help you to learn about Legal English and how to use it
effectively.

Work with a legal mentor. A legal mentor can help you to improve
your Legal English skills by providing feedback on your writing and by
answering your questions.

Use legal dictionaries and online resources. There are a number of
legal dictionaries and online resources that can help you to learn Legal
English. These resources can provide you with definitions of legal
terms, examples of legal usage, and tips for writing in Legal English.

Legal English is a complex and challenging language. However, it is
essential for lawyers to have a strong command of Legal English in order to
effectively communicate with clients, colleagues, and the courts. By



following the tips outlined in this article, lawyers can improve their Legal
English skills and become more effective in their profession.
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Exploration of Iconic Dishes and Regional
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Journey into the heart of Canadian cuisine with "The Ultimate Canadian
Cookbook," an indispensable culinary guide that unveils the vibrant
flavors, diverse traditions, and...
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Discography that Confused Everyone
A Fragmentary Puzzle In the labyrinthine world of music, there exists an
enigmatic figure known only as Nevo. Their...
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