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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Section 608 of the Clean Air
Act regulates the handling and disposal of refrigerants, which are used in a
wide range of applications, including air conditioning, refrigeration, and heat
pumps. The EPA Section 608 Preparatory Manual provides comprehensive
guidance for contractors on how to comply with these regulations, including
certification requirements, leak detection and repair procedures, and
refrigerant recovery and recycling.

Certification Requirements

Under EPA Section 608, all technicians who work with refrigerants must be
certified. There are two levels of certification: Type I and Type II. Type I
certification allows technicians to service small appliances that contain less
than 5 pounds of refrigerant. Type II certification allows technicians to
service larger appliances and systems that contain more than 5 pounds of
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refrigerant. To obtain certification, technicians must pass an EPA-approved
exam.

Leak Detection and Repair Procedures

EPA Section 608 requires contractors to use leak detection equipment to
identify and repair leaks in refrigerant systems. The most common types of
leak detection equipment include ultrasonic detectors, electronic leak
detectors, and soap bubble solutions. If a leak is detected, the contractor
must repair it promptly using EPA-approved methods.

Refrigerant Recovery and Recycling

EPA Section 608 requires contractors to recover and recycle refrigerants
from appliances and systems that are being serviced or disposed of.
Refrigerants can be recovered using a variety of methods, including
mechanical recovery units, vacuum pumps, and recovery tanks. Once
recovered, refrigerants must be recycled or disposed of in accordance with
EPA regulations.

Penalties for Non-Compliance

Contractors who fail to comply with EPA Section 608 regulations may face
a variety of penalties, including fines, suspension of their certification, and
even criminal charges. It is important for contractors to be familiar with
these regulations and to take steps to comply with them.

The EPA Section 608 Preparatory Manual is an essential resource for
contractors who work with refrigerants. By understanding the requirements
of this manual, contractors can help to protect the environment and avoid
costly penalties.



Here are some additional resources that you may find helpful:

EPA Section 608 website

Refrigerant Management for Technicians

Refrigerant Recovery and Recycling
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